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In s tead he had to fight hi s own battl e 
in Japan and prepare for an upco min g 
tournament. The respon sibiliti es of 
be ing a s umo wrestler are sometimes 
a lm ost inhumane. Wrestlers a re 
somehow supposed to be above us a ll 
and not have em o tion s . Th ey are 
ex pec ted to block out personal feel
ings and pe rfo rm profess io nally in the 
ring a t a ll times. I was ama zed that 
Konishiki som e ho w fo und th e 
s treng th to fi g ht we ll and achieve a 
winnin g record in the las t Nagoya 
to urnamen t. He is a tru e warrior. He 
told me tha t he will say hi s own good
bye to Israe l th e nex t tim e that he can 
go home. 

I firs t heard Israel Kam aka w iwo'ole 
s in g a bou t 10 years ago. Coming 
fro lll Las Vegas. I didn ' t discover 
Hawa iian mu sic until I went to the 
Uni vers ity o f Ha wa i·i. Some friends 
too k me tu a co nce rt a t the WaikTkT 
S he ll an d from th a t mo me nt o n I was 
hooked. Ha wa iian mus ic is 50 unique. 
II is free and rI owi ll g like the ocean. It 
can put yo u in a such il re lax in g s ta te 
o f mind tha t you forget all of yo ur 
trouhl es . I s ta rted buying prac tica ll y 
eve r y CD I co uld fi nd and soo n 
n arrowed d ow n m y favo rit es: 
T h e Broth e r s Caz imcro and th e 
Maka h a So n s o f N i 'i h a u . 

T h e Broth e r s Caz im e r o ha ve 
th e vo i ce s of gods. <Ind I s ra e l 
Kamakawiwo'n le th e vo ice o f an 
a ngel. I jus t loved wa tching Israe l 
pe rform li ve - his humo r. hi s mes

hi s a lo ha. 1 co ul d n ' t und e rs tand 
mo :o; t of the Hawa iian words in hi s 

hut I cO uld de fin ile ly FEEL h is 
I last saw Is rae l pe rform li ve 

Iwo ye Cl rs ago whe n he came up to 
Las Vega s for a t..:o ncert at the Four 
Qu eens Hot e l in d ow ntown. I was 
lo ld tilat it the firs l time that he 
had le ft Ha wai'j in yea rs . As ide from 
hi s S i LC be ing a probl e m on n amped 
airp lan l's . hi :- hea lth and res pi rawfY 

made i l diffic u lt for h im to 
tra ve l. I was so hap py tha t he fina ll y 
c.: ou ld rnak e th l' trip to pcrform in Las 
Vega s . I was ont: of the firs t people to 
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go and buy ti c k e ts for th e much 
aw aite d event. 

Whe n I got there, I was ex pecting to 
see the Israe l that I remembe red from 
the WaikTkT Shell some 10 years ago. 
In s tead I was shocked to see a man 
s trugg ling to make it to the s tage. It 
took him over 15 minutes La make the 
50 yard walk from the s ide entrance 
to the front. He ca rri ed an oxygen 
tank with tubes around hi s nose. He 
had to s top severa l times along th e 
way to sit dow n and catch hi s breath. 
I th o ug ht to myse lf, " How o n earth is 
he go ing to s in g when he can bare ly 

Whe n he fina ll y made hi s way to the 
s tage, he sat down on a lillie cha ir 
that somehow supported hi s mass ive 
body. He was s till catching hi s breath 
w he n the spotli ght na shed on . He 
p lead ed w ith the li ght man to turn it 
o fT "Try wait. yea? I' m no t ready 
ye t,"' he sa id . Th e ballroom was s il e nt 
and all eyes were fix ed on him . Was 
thi s conce rt eve n go ing to happe n? 

Ju s t at the mo me nt th at I do ubt ed 
hil11, he w iped the sweat rro m hi s 
brow and took one las t deep brea th. 
" OK I' m ready now," he sa id. The 
s po tli g ht was back on, he ge ntl y 
s tarted s trummin g hi s ukul e le and 
o ut cam e th e vo ice of my be lo ved 
ange l. C losi ng m y eyes to stop the 
leal'S, I had c hi cken sk in for th e 
e ntire firs t so ng. 

Whe n Israe l Kamakaw iwo'o le'o le sat 
0 11 th e s tage, so me thing overtakes 
him . He no lo nge r had to wo rry about 
breathin g th ro ugh tubes, a bo ut die t
ing. about po lluti o n. ahout po liti cs. 
abou t Hawa iian land s. Whe n the spot
li g ht was on him , the mu sic takes 
ove r and it was pure magic. He had a 
powe r th a I ca n mak e everyt hin g 
aro und him come a li ve, The day after 
the concert. I se nt a th ank yo u note to 

him in Hawai· i. I wanted him to know 
th a t so meon e a pprec iat ed hi s e ffo rt to 
make the trip tn La s Vegas and to 
th ank him rur such a wo nde rru l show . 
Two weeks later , he res ponded with a 
no te , H s lClc k o f his logo st ic ke rs and 
an a ut ographed phuto , 

-------0 

The las t song o n hi s 1995 CD re lease 
"E Ala E" is titl ed 

"A Hawa iian Like M e." 

Israe l Sings: 

You ma y go 

I ' ll le t you go 

May God bl ess yo u 

You' ll be min e 

Wherever you may be 

It 's a warn in g Lo say A loh a 

'C uz you ' ll neve r find another 

Haw a iian like m e. 

W e wi ll never find anothe r Hawaiian 

like Israel Kamakawiwo 'o le. 

I mi ss him already . 

GASA-GASA 
• • • It ••••••••• 

continued (rom page 12 

elaborate fountains. At the entrance 

of nearly every hotel, attendants 

manually open the front door to 

greet you w hereas in Las Vegas we 

have the informal automatic doors. 

Many malih inis will find that when 

they open the ir eyes and travel, 

there wi ll be many similarities as well 

as differences in these o ther towns. 

They will also bump into many a for

mer islander. Speaking of former 

islanders, we ran in fo Ray Norris (his 

photo is with Japan Festival story on 

page 26) former vice president of 

community relations for HMSA. He 

now is a Public Rela tions Consultant. 

with Ba llard Communications in 

Las Vegas. the largest PR firm in 

Nevada . Pete Gapero, a former 

member of No'Kai Ewolu Canoe 

Club in Kahului, Maui. has gone to 

great lengths to bring his canoe to 

Las Vegas and is looking for aspiring 

canoe paddlers to c hurn Lake Mead. 

There should be enough former pad

d lers here to run 4 shi fts a day. 

Hopefully. participation wi ll grow to 

the point where eventually there will 

be races here against other main

land clubs. Call Pete at 702-641 -0231 

· OHANA 
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Aloba on 
tbe Internet 
"Always Just 
a Loeal Boy 
From Kalibi" 

I was able to li s ten to on 

my computer sys tem at 

home - over te lephone 

lines . I was ecs tati c; I 

was hoo ked. And thi s 

was in the early days o f 

the We b. 

hy TOllY KlI'{/k Just a couple o f years 

I was bo rn and rai sed in Hawai ' j and 

le ft th e i s land s with th e plan o f 

re turnin g h o m e to li ve after fini shing 

my formal e ducation and a few years 

startin g a career. For man y reasons, I 
am sti ll on the other s ide o f the 

Pac ifi c man y years late r, o ft e n won

derin g, " What am I doing he re?" So 

muc h for plan s . I' ve bee n back home 

for v is its w ith family and friends and 

to get "res uppli e d." But eac h time 

when it was time to board the pl ane 

for the re turn trip to th e mainl and , I 
was always ove rcome wi th an uneasy 

fee lin g. a fe ar that thi s may be the las t 

time my fee t would be on Ha waiian 

so il. 

A co upl e of years ago, I di scove red 

the Inte rnet , parti c ularl y e- m a il and 

the World Wid e W e b (WWW ). Using 

em a il I am abl e to kee p in reg ular 

contac t m y fa mil y in Hawaii, who 

also ha ve e mail accounts, at a frac ti o n 

of' thc cost or long di s tance phone 

cal ls . W e s till talk on the phone fro m 

time to time and on s pec ial occ as io ns, 

but ha v in g c lllJil m a kes it so easy and 

co nveni c nt to s ta y in tou ch. 

I a lso s tart ed us in g th e World Wide 

Web , al so kno w n as WWW or JU St 

"Til e W e b "· By ··s urfin g ·· the Web. I 

fo und all so rt s of information 0 11 ju st 

abu ut eve ry topi t..: imag inabl e a nd 

so m e that I co uld have ne ve r imag

in ed . I findin g rcsollrces all 

I-Iawai'j <.Ind eve n found phon e nUIll 

be rs and e lllail addres ses fo r se ve ral 

o ld fri e nd s w hol11 I co nt ac ted for 

"cyber- rc union s ." I al so found a Web 

s it e wi th Hawai ian mu s ic, ClIrrL' nt 

Ha wa iia n mll s ic . Th e mu s ic was 

ava ilahl e as co mput e r :-,n und fil c:-, Ih al 
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later, there is so much 

information on the Internet that spe

c ial "search e ng ine s" must be used to 

he lp YO Li find anything. Even the n a 

typi ca l search today of th e word 

" Hawn i 'i" wi ll y ie ld lite rally millions 

of W e b pages containing thilt word . 

But with a little patie nce and pe rsis

te nce, you w ill find many We b sites 

that will make you feel lik e you 've 

never left the is lands and so homesick 

at the sam e time . 

He re is just a sampling of the types o f 

Hawaiian resources that I have been 

ab le to find on the Inte rnet. 

• Dozens of local-k ine recipes inc lud

ing instructio ns on how to kalua a pig. 

o Daily and weekly online is land 

·'newspape rs" . 

• Hawaiian music reviews. sound Files 

and online music stores. 

• Li s te n to UH sports events li ve on the 

In ternet. 

• Hawa iian " radio" shows available on 

stati ons across the country. all cable 

TV . and on the Inte rnet. 

• Hawai ' i hi gh schools and a lumni 

Web s ites, often with a lumni directo

ries. 

• Dozens of Hawa iian and Polynesian 

organiza tio ns, h5lau . and businesses a ll 

over the mainlHnd that have Web sites . 

• Calendars of Hawa iian event s in the 

islands and o n the mainland . 

• O nlin e sho ps se lling loca l kin C" 

lllunchi es , sti ch as crilckseed. and 

allllos t anything e lse you clluld th ink 

or. 
• Registri es of forme r Hawai'j resi

dents ;l nd Hawa iians-at-heart. 

Foll owing m y inte res t in th e Inte rn e t 

furth e r, earli e r thi s year I c reated m y 

own W e b si te m a inl y as a way to 

learn ho w to des ig n Web pages. The 

web s ite, call ed <'no ka 'o i hawa iian 

connection s" features coll ec ti ons o f 

links to "da very bes t" H awa iian 

Inte rne t resources tha t I found whi Ie 

surfing those many hours on th e vVeb. 

The si te is dedicated to all the other 

former Hawai 'i locals, like m yse lf. 

who want to use the W e b to s tay in 

touch w ith the is la nd s and the A lo ha 

spirit. 

The s ite a lso includes a page ca ll ed 

"Southe rn California & La s Vegas 

Hawa iian Event s" w hi c h , as th e na m e 

sugges ts, is a n up-to-date ca le nd ar of 

Hawaiian and Polynesian eve nt s in 

Southern California and Las Vegas -

co ncerts , 10 ·au. hula co mpeti ti o ns , 

ho'o la ul e'a and work sho ps . 'OHANA 
Ha l Ko p. an d o th e r s it es 

are lin ked for a co mpre hens ive cover

age. 

Through the W e b Slle. I ha\·e "' m e t 

m any former Hawa i'i res id e nts now 

li ving in the all parts o r th e m a inl and 

w ho s hare a spec ia l love for Hawni·i . 

We all mi ss th e m any s pec ial and 

unique thin gs Hawa i ' i has to offer 

(hat is nol dupli caled an yw he re ebe. 

We a lso sh a re an e nthu s iasm rOJ" the 

Inte rne t in he lpin g to keep th e A lo ha 

S pirit alive no mail e r where in the 

world we li ve. 

Yes. there is A lo ha on the Inte rn e t. 

lot s o f it. In future art ic les . J '-viII 

exp lore s pec ifi c examp les a nd 

Inte rne t resources th at yo u ca n use to 

s t i.IY 111 touch w ith all thing s 

Hawai ian . 

If you have an y qu es tion s abou( 

Ha wn i ' j a nd th e Int e r ne t , 

co nta L' t m e a t 'G I-IA NA or at 

nokao i @geoL' iti es .c ol11 \ ia email . 

Th e In ternet (llRL\ for 

no ka'oi hawaiian cnnnt' .... tioll .... i ... : 

http : // wW\.- . gcoc ;ti e ... . c l) 111 / 
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FUNDRAISER FOR CLUBS -

'Ohana Magazine extends to all clubs and halau with activities to consider 
selling magazines and subscriptions as an additional means to raise funds, 

Contact 'Ohana for details, 

Mahalo, G,-allt! 

Many folks wnte to offer com
plimentllry statements for 

tohirh we are humbly grate/ul. 
I t comes by mail, email, and 

nOllJ, lJop e/H It)' , u ;a the new 

web page www.ohanam

agnzine. com . 

S ome parents or siblings even 

orell'}" subscriptions for their 

children or brofiJers/s;slers who 

Ii",. a/ar, All as glfls o/aloha 
to keep tho·n in louch w ith 
1-1 (/ WrI j 'j. 

Bill (;rl1f1! Sa/?(Jn-J % of 

I-Iono/u//{ lOpS ('Il crY (J f/l' by fnr. 

lie picked III' 'O/}(Illa 
j\1/aga z int' in /--juno/u//{, and 

;Jlr"1'em (' l/I(//~y ordeu,d JIve 

Jllflga z lNf'J (IJ" gi!; suh scr i pf;o ns 

for fi-iends livil1g throughout 
t he mainland ... af! in a matter 

of one week. One today, two 

more IT day fater, and two 

more, including himself. about 

Ihe fifth dayl 

We think that he is indeed a 
very generolls man. Grant is fl 

graduate of Punahou f-figh in 

Honolulu and Unil). 

of South ern 

Ca lifornia. 

We had to 

contact 

Grant and 

a sk "1.Oh)':" 

'Ghana Magazine because it 

reflects the dil)crsity of 

Hawai'j and I gave subscrip

tions to my friends because I 
felt it would help them keep lJl 

tOllch w i th the Aloha Spirit 

while th ey were away on the 

mainland. " Mahalo, Grant, 

),OU make liS feel p roud of wha t 

we're doing.' 

(," ranl 

J"t' sponc/{!c/, 

"/ en)o)' 

rea ding 
The Aloha Connection 

' O HANA 



0- Hila - Class '62 - 0 

The Hila High Class oj '62 held their 35th reunion at the Hila 
Hawaiian Horel in August. Some 129 classmatesJrom a gradu
ating class oj approximately 650 attended. The attendees were: 

Herbert Abe 
Ainsley Ah Sing 
Lawrence Ahuna 
Rudy Alivado 
Carolyn Amai Nishimura 
Roy Arakaki 
Galen Aracani 
Norma Araujo Flores 
Rose Asakura KalVasa'~i 
Jean Arcbara Kawachiha 
Barbara Binyan Veda 
Glolia Chiba Funtken 
Puna Chillingworlh 
Michael Chun 
Rodney Clarh 
Francis Claveria 
Milton Con ez. 
Alberta Cozloff Belashi 

Eunice Crews Fontes 
Malthew Daog 
Paul DeVera 
Larry Dodo 
Anne Dudhiewicz Inman 
Diane Dutton Keliipio 
Lany Ejima 
William Farias 

Carol Egusa Nakatsu 
Iris Fujie NWa 
Judith Furu/lawQ Hara 
Janice Goya Masaki 
Harold Goya 
Pat/icia Gozum Nacale 
Kay Hamai Carhart 
Elaine Hashizani Morita 
GQly Hiraki 
Jerry Hirata 

Birthday Perks 
for 'GHANA 

Subscribers 
To commemorate the first 
'OHANA means "family" 

birthday, a public drawing 
will be held in Las Vegas for 
annual subscribers - a trip 
to Hawai'j, dinners at fine 
dining restaurants, hotel 
stays, sight-seeing tours, 

and other prizes , You need 
not be present and prizes 
are transferrable - Great 
Christmas gifts! Winners 

will be notified 
and announced . 

How about a subsciption for 
students attending school, 

on the Ninth Island, friends 
or relatives? Advise if you 

wish that your name be 
credited additional times 

for the drawing. 

To qualify: 
If your subscription expires 
through November, send in 

a $32 check to arrive by Oct. 
31. All other subscribers are 

automatically included 
in the drawing . 

Leslie Hoshide 
Roy Icllinose 
Alma Imamltra Sanoda 
Carol Iwamoto Enos 
Larry Kagimoto 
Ethel Kaisen Sata/le 
Wayne Kanemoto 
George Kapu ras 
Albert Kauwe 
Carol Kawasalw I11eda 
Glenn Kawanishi 
Roy Kawasahi 
Abraham Keliipio 
Anthony Keliipio 
Ronald Kinoshita 
Peggy Kitagawa Yoshizumi 
George Kobayashi 
Ted Kode ra 
Harold Kogasaha 
Char/oue Kunihiro Fujioka 
Raymond Kumhara 
Allan Kuwaye 
Richard Maeda 
Dennis Maedo 
Stella Mahi Miyashiro 
Ronald Manuela 
Susan Matsubara Kiyojima 
Melvin Matsumoto 
Kathleen Matsumura 
Raymond Miyashiro 
Allen Miyazono 
Remvich Moniz 
Larry Morita 
By ron Muramatsu 
Sharon Nada Sa/wda 
Marian Nagai Kuruhara 
Gerald Nagata 
Ralston Nagata 
Wilfred Na/woikaiha 
Terry Nalwmu ra 
Victor Na hamura 

Roy Nisbimura 
Sleven Nilura 
j erry Ochi 
Victoria Ojano Calica 
Russell Okata 
Vivian Olluno 
Kennelh Oliveira 
Steven Ongais 
Ronald Onouye 
Lani Oshiro Yamami 
Mel Ozelli 
Penny Pitman Kelii 
Rose Pulgados Wong 
Ear/ Saba(c 
Eileen Sadanaga Hirata 
Rose Salinas 
Geraldine Singson Muino 
Masa Sumida 
Menvy n Sumida 
Harvey Tajiri 

Linda Tanimolo Hong 
Fran/din Tiangsing 
Gail Tokeshi Ohata 
Larry Toledo 
Robert Tominaga 
jane Uwono Muramoto 
Cheryl Uyeda McGinnis 
Char/otte Wada Nakamu ra 
Samson Wana 
Thompson Watanabe 
David Woo 
Elmer Yada 
Michael Yamada 
joan Yamaguchi Yoshida 
Wesley Yamamoto 
j ean Yamamoto NishimolO 
joanne Yamauchi 
Ar/etle Yanagihara 
Yoshizumi 
Pauline YQllO 
jane Yosllida lida 

Naomi Nallayama Matsumoto 
Richard Narimalsu 

Lynelte Tajon Mendonsa 
Karleen Talwhashi Yoshioka 
Lucille Talwnolo 

Terence Yoshiolw 
Stanley Yoshizumi 

Pal Navarro Arima Hany Tahiue Cheryln Zane Inouye 
Li nda Nishihira Olomo Rick TamimoiO 

Please contact 'O HANA fo r pu blish ing h igh schoo l o r fam il y reunions. The reu ni on da te must 
be at least two mont hs in advance (publish ing/prin ting dead li ne). 

o Web Site Design 
o Web Site Hosting 
o Web Site Marketing 
• Internet Consulting 

Mall Anchors 
• H~fc.oo Chambef Of CommercII 

• Hendflf1.OI'I Home Newe 

• SI Rose ~n Ho5¢IaI 

• PIli, 0II8r 100 OCh., c:ornpanin 

Internet Design 

~ ~DOnald & J!ssociates 
2 Commerce Center Dr. 0 Henderson, Nevada 89014 

(702) 547-4067 • Fax (702) 435-3981 
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www. BOULOERCfTYCYBERMA LLcom 

·O HANA 

While on the beaches of Hawai'i or the desert landscape of Las Vegas, 
enjoy Nevada's most Prestigious Monthly Real Estate Publication, 
Metro po litan fea tures the 

Finest and Most Exclusive 

Pro perties Las Vegas has 

to o ffer. Appealing to the 
discriminating buyer or 

business entrepreneur who 

is looking fo r a home, busi

ness or lan d purchase. 

Provid ing the finest: 
o Customer Service 
o Quality 

o Circulation 
o Distribution 

O n your next visit to 

Las Vegas pick up your 

personal copy at any 

of the follOWing locations: 

Borders Book Shops, 
Vons, Sav-on , Payless 
Drug, &: K-Mart . Located 

in outdoor sidewalk 
racks at Smiths Food 
King, Albertson's, Wal
Mart , 7-11 Stores and 
various convenience 
stores. Local restau
rants include Operetta French Bakery &: Cafe, 
Philips Supper House, The Coffee Pu b , and The New Starboard Tack. 
For Advertising injonnatioll call Barbara De Marco at 367-4088. ~ 
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